LINCOLN

The hill which is now crowned by Lincoln Cathedral was
successively the site of the important Roman town of
Lindum Colonia, of a Saxon township whose church dated
from Paulinus' mission in 627, of one of the five independent
Danish Burghs and of a Norman stronghold whose Castle was
built by William the Conqueror. It was to this commanding
situation, combined with the fact that the tide reached the city
walls, that Lincoln owed its great importance in the Middle
'Ages when it was not only a cathedral city but also the chief
seaport of the county. Each layer of civilisation has left its
mark on Lincoln; the Roman arch of Newgate; the Saxon
towers of St. Mary-le-Wigford and St. Peter at Gowts ; the
Danish street names of Hungate, Danesgate and Saltergate;
the remains of the Norman Castle and the work of Bishop
Remigius in the Cathedral; the medieval houses and gates and
the final glory of the Angel Choir.

William's Castle, built to overawe the surrounding country-
side, was twice the centre of fighting. In 1140 outside its walls
Stephen was defeated and taken prisoner by Matilda, while in
John's reign a determined old lady called Nicolaa de la Haya
twice held the Castle for the King until the French were finally
defeated in the Battle of Lincoln Fair in 1217. Meantime in
1072 Remigius,c small in stature but great in heart', who had
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